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Social Studies
The study of 

how people live 
their lives as 

individuals and 
in groups



NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards
6.1  - U.S. History: America in the World

6.2  - World History/Global Studies

6.3  - Active Citizenship in the 21st Century

By 12th Grade

By 8th Grade

By 4th Grade

Benchmarks



Analyzing Historical 
Source and Evidence

Primary 
Sources

Secondary 
Sources

● Content
● Sourcing
● Interpretation

Making Historical 
Connections

Chronological 
Reasoning

Creating and 
Supporting a 

Historical Argument
● Comparison 
● Contextualization
● Synthesis

● Causation
● Patterns of 

Continuity and 
Change over Time

● Periodization

● Argumentation

● AP US History
● AP World History
● AP European History

https://lp.collegeboard.org/ap-we-org-service


Critical Thinking

Thinking about 
thinking while you 

are thinking in 
order to improve it



My 
Self

My
Place

My
World

Exploring how people live their lives 
as individuals and in groups

Social
Studies



1st Grade



2nd Grade



3rd Grade

● Preview Activity

● Visual Discovery

● Problem solving Activity

● Processing Activity

● Response Group Activity



Urban

Suburban Rural

4th Grade
Regions of Our Country 



5th Grade - US History        

Colonization through the Civil War

6th Grade - World Civilizations       

Stone Age through the Renaissance
 

7th Grade - World Cultures & Geography

Project Based Learning

8th Grade - Civics

Responsible Citizenship



5th Grade Revolutionary Debate
Patriots vs Loyalists

● Public Relations Agent
● Actor
● Investigative Reporter
● Costume Designer





Unit 1- First People – Civilization

Unit 2 - Ancient Achievements 4,000 BCE to 0 CE

Unit 3 - Ancient Governments and Organization of Society

Unit 4 - Ancient Religions Philosophy and Organization of Society

Unit 5 - Trade and the Diffusion of Ideas

Unit 6 - Why People Go to War

Unit 7 - Cultural Identity and Enduring Legacies

6th Grade - World Civilizations 



7th Grade 
World Cultures & 

Geography



Do Now: 
Please read the definition of the following word and then develop 3 good critical 
thinking questions about what more you would want to know or learn. 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE: 

-Indigenous people are native and/or originated to a particular region or country. 

Video on Indigenous People of Latin America

After watching the video, what inferences can you make 

about the indigenous people of Latin America?

7th Grade 
World Cultures & Geography

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Amazon+Tribe+Teens&Form=VQFRVP#view=detail&mid=2131DA1D55C84870C9D42131DA1D55C84870C9D4
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Amazon+Tribe+Teens&Form=VQFRVP#view=detail&mid=2131DA1D55C84870C9D42131DA1D55C84870C9D4


8th Grade 
Civics

● Power, Authority and Politics
● Citizenship and Immigration
● Political Compass, Political Parties, Interest 

Groups
● Public Opinion and Propaganda
● Philosophical and Historical Foundations of 

American Democracy

● Separation of Power, Principles of the 
Constitution

● Constitution: Article I Congress
● Constitution: Article II The Executive 

Foreign and Domestic Policy
● Constitution: Article III Judicial Branch and 

the Amendments



US 
History I

US 
History II

World 
Studies

Concepts

Core 
Course

Advanced 
Placement

9th

10th

11th



US 
History I

US 
History II

World 
Studies

9th

10th

11th

● Historical Analysis of Primary & Secondary 
Sources 

● Proving a Thesis through Effective Reasoning 
and Communication (Writing) 

● Proving a Thesis Through Effective Reasoning 
and Communication (Personal Presentation) 

● Content Understanding: Interpretation, 
Explanation, Application

● Content Understanding: Perspective, Empathy, 
and Self Knowledge



● Contemporary Issues*
● Holocaust & Genocide Studies
● Law & Society
● International Relations
● Middle Eastern Studies
● Sociology

AP European 
History

AP Psychology

AP Art History

AP Economics

AP Government & 
Politics

Semester Electives



Course % of Eligible 
Students 
Enrolled 

US History I 
Honors

33%

AP US History II 40%

AP World History 36%

AP Psychology 21%

AP European 
History

3.9%

AP Government 
& Politics

8.5%

AP Economics 12.7%

Advanced Placement and Enrollment

Percentage of students score 3 or more on the AP Exam



Advanced Placement US History Enrollment and Performance 

% of 10th Graders 
in 

Advanced Placement US 
History

Pass Rate
on 

College Board
Exam

2012 2015



Course % of Eligible 
Students 
Enrolled 

US History I 
Honors

33%

AP US History II 40%

AP World History 36%

AP Psychology 21%

AP European 
History

3.9%

AP Government 
& Politics

8.5%

AP Economics 12.7%

Advanced Placement and Enrollment

CHS Passing AP Test Grades

Social StudiesOther Subjects



Semester Electives

● Contemporary Issues*

● Holocaust & Genocide Studies

● Law & Society

● International Relations

● Middle Eastern Studies

● Sociology
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